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For Your Information
4 July  

Independence Day (USA)
Happy 4th - light a few extra sparklers for 
us!

24-25 July   

Extraordinary Conference
A local ministry conference sponsored 
by a church in Christchurch.

Neighborhood Support Group 

Nate has been asked to serve as the 
Deputy of our Neighborhood Support 
Group (aka Neighborhood Watch).  The 
group will meet for the first time on 14 
July, and will be a great way for us to 
meet our new neighbors.

Learn the Lingo
wop wops  

(n.) a remote location; the bush
Example:  “I’ll see you on Monday - I’m 
headed to the wop wops for the 
weekend.”    

Winter Wonderland
It is freezing here in Christchurch, with temperatures hovering around 
the 30s and 40s during the day, and dipping below the freezing point 
overnight.  Add in the fact that central heating is a rare luxury in New 
Zealand (and we don’t have it), and you 
can understand why we are dressing in 
layers and piling on the blankets.  ese 
days, those hot and humid 4th of July 
barbecues seem like a very distant 
memory. 

What a lovely month we had in June, 
though.  Lane celebrated her first 
birthday (pictured right) and had a wonderful time.  We feel so blessed 
to be surrounded by teammates who have become such close friends - it 
really helps take the edge off of missing our families during these special 
events.

Ministry Update 
Currently, one of our most important tasks is searching for a church 
venue.  Because property prices are so high in New Zealand, buying a 
building is not an option.  So we will rent - rent offices and rent Service 
space.  And unfortunately, as our options are very limited, the offices 
and service space will probably not be in the same building.  

So, we’ve been on the hunt.  We’ve viewed offices, schools, theaters, 
community centers, restaurants, warehouses, and more.  Because we are 
in a suburban area that is undergoing community expansion, we are very 
limited in the number and types of spaces that are available.  

e pressure to find the “perfect location” can be overwhelming, as can 
the long list of needs we want the space to meet.  One of our top 
priorities is to find a location that already has “pull” on the community - 
in other words, an area that people already go to regularly for shopping, 
family time, or just hanging out.  A venue that is well-known by 
community members is much more likely to provoke feelings of 
curiosity and familiarity.

“Even faraway islands will look to me and take hope in my saving power.”  Isaiah 51:5


 
 
 
 




Prayer Update
Venue Selection
Please pray regularly for this item 
specifically, as it will have a big effect on 
how we are introduced to the 
community.  Our options and funds are 
quite limited, but we believe that God 
can still do great things in spite of these 
factors!

Building a Band
It’s not easy building a band from scratch 
in a city where you don’t know anyone.  
But that is Nate’s task, and he would 
really appreciate your prayers as he 
strives to make connections with local 
musicians, sound techs, and media 
specialists.

Our Health
Please pray that we will all have healthy 
immune systems to get us through 
another winter.

Our Marriage
With the stress of culture shock, church 
planting, and a toddler, it’s easy to forget 
to spend quality time with each other.  
Please pray that we will be active in 
protecting our most important human 
relationship.

Our Families
Please pray for all of us as we reacquaint 
ourselves with being long-distance 
families.

Christchurch
Please be in prayer for the people of 
Christchurch - that their hearts will be 
softened and there ears prepared to 
hear the message that we will be 
bringing this year.

Financial Provision
We’re working with our team to raise 
$165,000 from new church partnerships 
to get the church started.  Please pray 
that our team efforts will be a success!

Guidance in Parenting
We imagine that every new parent feels 
as inadequate as we do.  We appreciate 
any prayers on our behalf as we navigate 
Lane’s second year of life.

 

Partnership Update
Our team is continuing to make contacts in the 
effort to raise start-up funds for the 
RECHURCH plant.  We received some exciting 
news om Kingsway Christian Church (Avon, 

Indiana) recently - they are donating $40,000 over four years ($10K/
yr) to our RECHURCH start-up fund.  We praise God for their 
willingness to partner in His work in New Zealand through this 
project!  If you attend Kingsway or come into contact with them on a 
regular basis, please be sure to extend our gratitude if you have the 
opportunity!

We have the following personal totals to report as of  July 1, 2009:


 
 
 
 
 
 
 % of Total Need

     Avg. Monthly Support:  $5,000.00        100%
     Avg. Monthly Ministry Funds: $2,461.67          31%
     Special Gis ( June):   $5,150.00          n/a
If you would like more information about how to get involved in any of 
these areas, please contact us.  We would be happy to send you some 
materials and walk you through the process of joining our support team.

In Conclusion... 
Building a band, renting a venue, spending money, choosing a logo - 
suddenly this church planting 
business has us all quite consumed 
with decisions, details, and 
deadlines.  

Still, in the midst of the madness, 
we are starting to regain a sense of 
stability.  We sleep in our own 
beds, have quiet family meals 
together, and even, occasionally, 
dance around our living room 
(Hoedown rowdown, anyone?).  We are finding this reemerging 
feeling of normalcy to be of great comfort in the middle of great chaos, 
and we thank God for extraordinary blessings found in ordinary places.

“Even faraway islands will look to me and take hope in my saving power.”  Isaiah 51:5


 
 
 
 


Don’t forget to visit 

our blog
for regular comments 

and musings. 

Nate      Whitney Hutchison
c/o Alison Morrow, Forwarding Agent
924 Upholland Lane | Worthington, OH 43085
www.n8andwhitney.com : nate@n8andwhitney.com : whitney@n8andwhitney.com 

Our New Address
21 Woodhaven Place

Parklands
Christchurch 8083

New Zealand
We would love to hear from you!
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